(Speech of Dr. Iska, spoken in Czech,
translated by C. J. Wasta.)

Introduction.

The theme, “God's Defense Against
Priests, ' sounds, however, somewhat pe-
culiar. It is not only a simple wit, nor
jest. It would indeed appear as If there
prevails the best harmony between God
and his servants—the priests. In faet,
the frl is only ided The
priests can and must love God, for he
entirely, patiently and kindly accepts
everything from them. They can talk
the greatest foolishness in the name of
God, and God silently stands it all; they
can carry out the greatest rascality and
he does not defend himself against it.
Priests, therefore, have no reason to be
unsatisfied with God.

Otherwise it is with God. Priests in-
sult, abuge and are making him laugh-
able dally. I know it well, and for that
reason, being In sympathy with Ged, I
decided to bring public complaint against
the priests, and by that I will take the

Ashi

" defense of God.

The priests must not giow angry for
this, for they themselves play every
Sunday In a pulpit that they are the
attorneys of God,

, though they caniot ‘3
produce any authority that would Nﬁh‘

llxrwd in God's own hlmlwrlun‘
'ﬂ\i priests will of course say: Ou'r
ly office > us to def:
(lod." 1, however, answer them, that
‘this, the claim of the priestly office, is
an insult to God, for God, as it is writ-
ten in the Bible, promised to Aaron

the rest of Czech priests come from Le-
vi's generation, which belongs to Arabo-
African (Semito-hometic) race? Never.
They all belong to the Caucasian (Indo-
Buropean) race, and there {s not a drop
of blood in them of God’'s chosen gener-
atlon of Levi In spite of that they
claim the office of priest, which God
forever gave to Levl's sons.

They are making an old grandma out
of God, who speaks this way today and
that way tomorrow. They are making
out of God a man without character,
who does not keep his word and breaks
his positive promises.

Besides that, it also contains a crime
to bound personal lberty of God. Even
every person has the right to choose his
servants at his pleasure. Is it only God
who has not this right? And if by that
God's vote fell directly on Levi's gener-
ation, what right have other people to
force themselves for his servants? ot
course, Levi's generation is not the best
bloom of mankind, and we must only
wonder that God chose just them for his
gervants; but we have no right to change
and disturb the vote “Agalnst taste
there is no dispute.”

Division of Speech.
The charges and complaints God must
have against priests would make a long
For summary we will divide them

line,
into complaints concerning the wrongs
that are done to God by priests: (a) In

(b) in purgatory; and (¢) on
In hell, as we know, the devil

heaven;
earth.

rules, and it is therefore none of God's
business that priests want to prescribe
even there to the devil, and for that rea-
son we will not act on that today; per-
hLaps some other time under the theme,
“Devil and Priests.”

(a.) How Priests Wrong God in Heaven.|o

1. Priests spoiled and solled God's hea-
At first no one knew about hea-
ven. Moses had no presentiment about
it, and God, though he spoke personally
with Moses, always avolded telling him
anything about heaven. At that time,
God In fact was a master there. He
took whom he wanted there. As soon
as the priests learned that there was a
h they pr d th lves au-
thorized and licensed contractors for
heaven. Now God can no longer choose
heaven's inhabitants himself, He must
accept what the priests send him.

As we know, It Is In heaven the same
as In the army; there are the ‘“cadre,”
1. e. ordinary or common heaven Inhab-

ven.

itants, and
angels. ry’
right to send {
absolution to )
in the b
so-called “in
is connected
must open |

lain and ace m in the heavenly le-
glon, The L e. saints and saint-
esses, are | there by the Pope..

Such officer's y
making a sain a large sum of

money. The not firm, “however,
but for less lire it cannot be
fixed in m explaims why the
n.lnu .d almost all from

The prineess comes home, excited.
She runs to her princely husband, and
already on the step of her room, calls:
“This Is a scandai! I must let that in-
flated countess tell me this! No Jthis
must be changed!” The husband listens
(o what is going on; he bows his head
and begins to explain to his wife that he
honestly cannot gather a sufficlent sum
of money to procure two new saints,
The princess gets spasins, ehe faints,
and the husband ylelds. He borrows the

money rrom a Jew, and then everything

goes smoothly.
From the lineage, Isidor, who lived
400 years back, is chosen, and Arabella,

who died 300 years ago, is also selected.
With the mediation of the Bishop they
apply to Rtome for the proclamation de-
claring these two ancestors saints. The
Pope ordains a commission, designates
an attorney for Holy Church, who must
look after their merits, and another at-
torney for the devil, who should search
for the bad traits and habits they had.
The latter, of course, will find nothing
bad. The former (l. e. attorney of holy
church) will think out a line of merits,
which naturally no one can disprove.
Besides that, it is proven that Isidor and
Arabella could perform miracles. For
instance, once (over 400 years ago) it
rained for a long time, and upon the
praying of Isidor, the sun scattered the
clouds; and that at another time one
poor woman's goat did not milk, but
when the compassionate Arabella kneel-
ed and prayed, the goat gave immedi-
ately an immense jar of milk. This
makes e\er)lhm. correct. The prince
pays the fixed taxes, and the Pope issues
a decree to Isidor and Arabella, making
them officers in heaven, friends of God.
The princess at first opportunity o over-
trumps the countess with her six saints,
and the Catholic world has two more Hew
mediators in heaven, Only God was il
fared by it. They again foreed on him
two more heaven inhabitants, who per-
haps were disgraces to humanity. while
n earth, and now they spoil the purity
and grandeur of heaven.
=Tudge for vourselves if God has not the
right to complain and make charges that
the priests have spoiled his heaven with
such rabble as they have delivered and
torced upon him! Consider also, that
usually such persons desire the priest's
forgiveness whose consclence is the dark-
est, when the ones who lived honorably
dled peacefully, even without a priest.
He who, however, refuses Lo confess to a
priest is sent to hell even if he was the
best. To the penitent villain they glve
forgiveness and export him to heaven.
Who, in this way, gets the better mater-
fal—God or the Devil? Does it not make
God angry when the Devil in hell holds

his b'lly with laughter whenever some
priest sends to heaven, with his forgive-
ress, such educated pickpocket, or mur-
derer, whose profession became his sec-
ond natude, and who will perhaps not
leave that business alone even In heaven?
Yes, the priests spolled’and dirtied God's
heaven.

2. The Priests dep God of g
ment in heaven. Formerly, God was &
mastep In heaven. He did what he un-
derstood and wanted. No one could talk
to him about it. Here the clergy agreed
that the Virgin Mary must have been
taken to heaven, and also with body.

lnwmom mmuue-is
soul—a simple soul,—and who
wonder that he was wholly
and all attention was paid to the
Mary, whom they seated (we under-
stand with body) on a throme, and pro-
clalmed her a queen of heaven. The star
olooa.muumh.r,but:-mﬂ-

by e DR
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.‘lulnm." which the Pope named.
'he Pope Rules Absolutely In
: Purgatory.

As t ‘drr[y left only a shade of gov-
ernment in heaven, left  him no
power |ili purgatory at all. God cannot
and must not liberate a single soul from
by. The Pope could (as Saint
Aquinas says) the
whole purgatory if he would give full
to the souls in purgatory.
God 8 therefore thankful only to the
Pope ”lul he has the purgatory yet.
Of co e ,the holy teacher also says,

Pafle will not ruin the purgatory for

(b.)

they

clear out

derstand these rea-
the purgatory is an inexhausti-
mlne for the Pope and priests,
ous do everything that the
vreu:rlbe. and will pay whatever
may ask, only so that they get
88 for their dead relatives, and
Wherate their souls from purgatory.
church teaches that some people
er and more virtuous than it is
for vhem in order to be al-
o go to heaven. That what more
ve in merits than is required for
ary admission fee to heaven,
people leave it on earth and
inherits it. In this way it Is
unto the Pope like in
jervolr, an immense mass of re-

“practical”

some

Mﬂ.wwtmmolthh,.
thmtom.
Thomclhmmmdntmm@
new course in heaven; they dropped God
and took hold of the mum
ven. If some one doubt that' God was
mmdmlnmtnuemm
Lsten how they sing there about the

3 Virgin Mary: “It never was heard that

wuwwldmhnuomwhovﬂ
cnnin-toyon.“ -
lu‘mmn.howwuﬂnumu
if people would sing publicly about you,
that it was never heard that every
was wuot always done the way your|
mistress bossed. God must be pleased
when the congregation not only talks, but

e b akmade BaitE) .

Desues Lk, tue  guvernment of the
Vg Iy cowla be aade excusuie,
i8¢ 88 he moiner { wie son of God

oranary when & mother rules in & fam-
iy w.-ly well, if &M would even wish
L0 excuse the priesis, he has at least the
rgnt W ment that they put bhim under
swarm of
suintesses.
that even

wie guardianshup of a whole
neavenly officers—saints and
Loes 1L not make one mad
Laese people mix into God's government
who never came from heavenly dynasty?
of mediaeval knight,
the publhic highway,

The same Kind
who lie in wait by
1or a passerby, so he could get his purse
i his possession, who after three or four
nundred years after it was forgotien on
earth what tricks he was doing, he re-
celves a decree from the Pope making
him a saint, which affows him the privi-
lege of talking about everything to God.

When God can no more stand the ras-
cality of some earthly inhabitants, and
he raises his arm 0 punish  him, here
some Saint Profunicius jumps to him and
catches him and holds him; he claims
that the rascal on earth is his—1. e, an
adorer of Profunicius.

Under these circumstances =0 one can
blame God when he complaies and mak2
charges against  priests ad  e2svesially
against the Pop=, who desiga tos aim the
saints, who deéprivel lum of Dower in
heaven.

Besides this,
that saints must spedk 2 Bl woril for
people to God, 5 « &t esul ce diod.
It is as if he was {urious -2 dend whom
Liv would

the thacuing ¢f piiests

strange people 1aust hoil S0

not” break his cluldren to ines— and

thege ove wl the gl

NP0 teach and proaxy o oo by atl that

God 1s most king 'nl reriil Al at
the same tim= thai 'n* sein's wst alk
to him to be 3ol 10 '8 N Bleon ane|

1R A pusis|

not to torture them dit’l\‘abl_-.
tive ridicule Ot il
-'l‘;-fe'ich on one side of the catechism
that God is most just, and on the other
to affirm that he does not care for jus-
tice, but at the praying of heavenly
uncles and aunts (saints and saintesses)
to teach on one side of the
catechism that God is most kind and
sincere, and on the other to declare that
necessary to have mediators by
him, is so much as to make fools not
only of believers, but also of their own
God.

With such teaching the priests have
undermined the confidence, fmpartiality
and justice of God so much that if God
would wish to run for county judge he
would not get a single vote, for nowhere
do they want a judge who does not gov-
ern himself by paragraphs and law, but
who would pass a judgment according to
the advice of different uncles and aunwe.

The priests in fact deprived God of all

he minds;

it s

-m.mnmmh'wmmma.

merits. The Pope, like a wise
Il not, however, have these mer-

ot on a pile, for there are people
#th looking for them, who feel that
not have and
fear that

enugh of merits,
their own merits are
ficient for the admission fee to
m‘ will gladly buy a portion of these
jing merits from the Pope. This

is adhd “forgiveness,” end “‘full for-
m" when he sells them so large a
W that it obtains an admission fee
to ven whole.
a apparcut

: wie guoas iuvisiole, and no one

tnal  these remaining

BUL the rope how much of the

he has left yet, bul the store is

empty.  In regara w that. we will
rope
Rivery

€ merciful sSummer,

18 never sUngy with the

Willie le agunounces, under
a general
these remaining merits (forgive-
when the ~“Merciful Summer
' “afid the -sale closed, he Offers
and seds the merits further on as it
there were no hole made in the pile.
According 1o the views of the church
and the teachings of the priest, God is
suppused L0 caten the scales al the death
0l evely person.  Un one plate he puts
e merits of the dead and the penalty
that Is to befall him for his sins on the
other.. If the plate containing merits
overbalances the one containing the fix-
ed penalty, the punishments are repealed
and the soul of the dead is allowed to go
If there are less merits than
the soul is sent to

to heaven.
punishments, then
purgatory, where it is fried so long and
n.ade to suffer so much punishment that
the plate with the fixed penalty weighs
only as much as the other plate weighs;

then the soul is accepted in heaven.

Just think
priest cheats God by It
who ® dying that is a good friend with
give him under the
a load from

cunningly the

When some one

now, how

the priests, they

pname “forgiveness’ such
the remaining merits that the plate con-
taining merits weighs much more than
the plate with deserved punishments.
God shakes his head at it, for he knows
that he has before him: a soul which
never did anything good and deserving,
but help * himself—he must
take it to heaven. But still more God
opens his eyes when unexpectedly a soul
comes to heaven which he just yesterday
sent to purgatory for 500,000 years bes
cause it did cnough merits.
Now at once it has more merits than it
needs. How did it happen? Very sim-
ply. The pious survivors ordered a holy
mass to be read at the privileged altar
for the unfortunate soul, and as full for-
this mass,

he cannot

not have

connected with
liberated from
if he wants to or

giveness is
purgatory,
not,

the soul was

and God must,
take it to heaven.

Judge again if God has not the right
to make complaints against priest owing

to the way they cheat him in regard to

rgatory. They are constantly raking
over the souls in purgatory, and are
catching those for which the religious

survivors paid, and they throw even the

worst trash to God in heaven.
(c.) How Priests Cheat God on  Earth.
As the priests turn God this way In
heaven and purgatory, where they can
not reach him directly, we can imagine
what they are doing to him on earth.
Here they put God entirely into reserva-
tion, and even dont' give him that.
On earth the priests left God only as
a firm name over thelr stores, but he
must not talk to them in regard to the
business. A careful business man will

leave the name of an old chief which has

the power in heaven and made him a
|

(Continued on Page 4.)
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For Years Looked
House for

(By John Emerson Roberts, Minster of
the Church of This wWor. !
Kansas City Mo)

I do not know why the human soul
must be put into the wine pross of sof-
fering and pain before it givas forth
its best, yet that ls the law. The world
doesn't find Its Inspiration from ille
rich, the comfortable, the pleasantly
situated. It is the man who spends for-

ty years in the mountain of Midian who
thought of liberty in the
is the man upon
whose benign and care-worn face suffer-
left their marks
FProclamation of Eman-

inspires the

Israelitish slave, It

ing and agony have
writes the
cipation. There

Paine without a Revolution.

who
never was a Thomas
There nev-
a Christ without a Gethsemane
It is sald of preachers that

er was
and a Cross.
they are the poorest paid toilers in the
Make the preacher rich and com-
make him practi-

world.
fortable and you will
A young minister in be-
the

cally useless.

ginning his pastorate recognized
fact that his life was to be a life of toil
In his opening prayer he

“hum=-

sacrifice.
the Lord to keep him
and one of the deacons
but
One

and
begought
ble and poor,”
sald, "0 -Lord, keep him humble,
leave it to us to keep him poor.”
of the things connected with my work—
pardon the personal reference—one of
the great benefits the Liberal people of
Kansas City have conferred upon me is
that all these thirteen years have been
a struggle. And is a saccasm
connected with it too. Now, I have the
reputation of being the highest salaried

minister in Kansas City, if not in the
State of:Missouri. 1 am lquosed !o be
overburdenede with surplus fund'. be-
cause they say the con‘n-ga\lon. the au-
1 am

there

dience, is so rich and S0 liberal.

not complaining. It is the law under

which honest men must live and work,
If the toil was light, the burden and
sacrifice, the embarrassment and suffer-
ing eliminated, strength would be sap-
ped, the enrve of effort would be cut,
the wings of ambition  clipped and

achievements made impossible.

AW Ak tue  wille, inrough all the

Lnere nas beeu some one Lo voice

L raLs,
Men

duvitie  wiscontent.

spirit ot
the word and for

L
sre dussauned  with
Looked ut honesiy itis a

unfinished,

every reason.

wretehed, world,

miseraple
por every one, ol and
one, at iast, ag
every one, finaly,
infinite blunderer
infinite

have

hatt made.

®

weariness; for every
il decrepitude; tor
What an

uiven

the grave.
was Lhe Creator!
js there a man who couldn’'t

such

power,
wade a better worid?
to age there have been people who hav
worid was so bad that God him-
e with it

“There

said the
would get out of practic
had that idea. He sahl
you standing here that shall
He thought the end|
of the world was to come within twenty
or twenty-five years, while some of those
L were still living. Paul had the
jdea and thaught it explicitly and
told the r of precedence ‘u‘x
which people were living on the
eurth should advance into the skies 10
meet their Lord. John and Paul had the
jdea and taught it explicitly and
a new heaven and a new earth, Al of
those people made the mistake of think-
ing that a man had to die to find a
petter world; that God Almighty coutdn’t
do anything with this world but to pick
and burn up the rest.

self
Jesus
are some of

not see death.”

['l'(‘ﬂell
same
even prde
that

same

out the elect
1 know that for thousands of
world has been proceeding upon that
and the world is a mean
d miserable as it is this
the great part of the

years

the

supposition
and wretched an

moment because
world had despaired of its eyer belng
any better. They wanted God Almighty

else to blot it out of

and redeem it

to transform it or
existence; to purify it

or else to burn it up.

All the changes that have ever
im-

not one.
made, all the progress and

from the efforts

been
lil‘ll\'l‘nh‘lll. have come
of men. from the intelligence of the hu-
man world, from
devotiton of the patient sons and daugh-
ters of the world.

The church in all the past has been

all want happiness, but who in the
world wants to die to get it?

CHURCH

Upon as Clearing
Paradise

ly hosts, and I mean no disrespect to
them, but I would rather stay here in

the old world, bad as it is, than go to

heaven. Most people feel the same way,
whatever they may say in thefr lying
creeds.  So the

pious and

continued to dream of the l\::rr:loo:ey';:‘:
I am like my friend's child who, alked.
if he didn't want to go to heuve;l to be
with his grandfather, said he didn™ care
to take the chance. Perhaps he didn't
want to run the risk of not finding his
grandfather there,

He knew .
father. hie' grang

My contention is
of ours is bad. |
thing a great many
good, and
but it is
better. |

that this old worla
have said the other
times, that it was
it is good; but it is also bad,
improvable. It can be made
think God Almighty has done

for us all he intends to uo.

The sooner
and the farther away we get
idea of divine intervention the
better for us and our world. It is ex-
actly what we make it, and if we could
lay upon the hearts of this people and
upon the hearts of all people the re-
sponsibility for the world as it is, why,
we have made the first move towards
its final and complete rehabilitation,
Wrong and evil aren’'t individual as
much as they are social and public. We
sin not so much as persons, but as states,
citles and a nation. The first thing to-
wards the making of the world better is
to accept the responsibility for it, wheth-
er it be good or whether it be evil. The
fact is man himself is the creator of his
world, not God. Within his reach and
subject to his disposal are all things,
all resources, all material, all power, all
law. The tremendous, primal, anclent,
resistless, august trend of things is to-

we leave,
from, the

better fulfillment of human destiny. 1
charge that there is no evil for any man
except the evil he makes for himself;
that there is no good for any man ex-
cept the good which he becomes, the
good which he is. There is no evil and
there is no good outside of a man. It
is within him and of him. It is he him-

self. 1 contend further that we have
been idle and ignorant and negligent
and let the world run away with us.
Every bit of human suffering, of pover-

ty, nearly all crime, might be prevented.
We have lled to our souls, claiming that
we have done something when we have
supported a provident assoclation or a
Helping Hand, or a Florence Crittenden
home or something of that sort. Those
things are necessary simply because we
have created the necessity for them. We
make the victims and then plume our-

And so from age|
e| cor.

| the newspapers and in the congressional

|
As far as we know\._ﬂ“ they @67
God never did a thing for this world, |

the consecration and

! h‘“'lnevlmble end,
great respect for the angels and the
white-robed throng, and all the heaven-

selves for a virtue in bringing them suc-
A great deal is being said now in

halls about the white slave traffic. How
much is being said about the underpald

[and ill-paid women and girl employes?

There is a girls' hotel right in this town
over at Seventeenth and Jefferson streets
under wise and capable managemery,
where girls may have home, room lild
board at a price scaled to the wage that

they recelve. That hotel ran the last
month within between five and six dol-
lars of being self-sustaining. I mention
that fact simply in order to say that
one institution like that, conducted by
competent t, on Dbusi

principles, is a thousand times better

than all the Doors of Hope and Florence
Crittenden homes imaginable. Make It
possible for men and women to be self-
sustaining, take away the ineentive to
evil, destroy the force of compulsion that
is upon many of them to do wrong, and
the problem s solved. »

*T helieve so much in our human na-
that 1 think everybody, man, wo-
and child, would rather be right
than wrong; that wrong or veil or sin
of any kind is unnatural, abnormal; that
It is folly and the vast majority of peo-
ple, old and young, see it so. But what

ture

man,

| T hope to live to see _the time when
will be no such thing as charity
in the common sense of the world, 1
think old Paul was pretty nearly right
| when he said: “If a man won't work,
neither shall he eat.” ‘That is scrip-
| ture. What he meant was—well, you
know the common, the modern slang ex-
pression for it 1s that which has refer-

| there

simply a clearing house for paradise; We ence to the activity required for the

lm«mberl of the swine family or else the
But how shall & man
work if he cannot find a job? I am

(Continued on Page 4.)

wards betterment, towards larger life,
towards ampler opportunity, towards
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